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Happily we are still permitted to meet on Sundays  
for the 10.0 a.m. Parish Communion and 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer, 

masked, socially distanced and with all the recommended Covid precautions and hygiene in place. 
  Of course there will be people who prefer to wait a bit longer before coming out, and the online Diocesan service  

is still available in its regular 10 am slot and is designed for them - the order of  
service, together with links to view or listen to the service, is posted on the website on Saturdays:  

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ 

If you would like to join Littlemore church’s Zoom service on Sundays, 
please email margreetarmitstead@btinternet.com who will send you a link each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Stephen writes: 

Near the beginning of John's gospel we read  
of two disciples who started to follow Jesus.    
When Jesus turned and saw them following 
 he said to them ‘What are you looking for?’.    

They said to him ‘Rabbi, where are you staying?’.  
  He said to them ‘Come and see’. 

This year has been, and continues to be, very difficult.   
But take a moment to look back and ask what your Christian faith has meant to you through this time.  What has 
it meant to pray, to share worship, to be part of the church, to have a common hope for the future and walk 
through all of this with Jesus.   For many of us our faith has been really tested, but that faith has become deeper 
and even more dear to us is in this difficult time. 

Over the course of this pandemic many people outside the church have been looking in and asking deep 
questions of faith.  One in five people in our online congregations were not regular worshippers in church before 
covid.   So now we want to invite everybody who is searching for truth and meaning to go deeper.   As the 
church across the diocese of Oxford we want to send out a big warm open invitation to everybody -  come and 
see.   If you would like to take up this invitation, register through www. oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see and 
you can join us on that journey, each week through to the end of March. 

Then in Lent we hope that everyone will have the opportunity to go deeper as we explore the heart of the 
Christian faith together - through daily reflections, through weekly videos and podcasts, through one-to-one 
conversations and through small groups meeting online for everybody, in the right mix for them.    
Please pray that God will be at work and that in the Easter season, as we emerge from the lockdown, God 
willing, there will be many people who will want to renew their Christian faith and discipleship.    

This can be for everybody.   Walk with us as we walk with Jesus, and come and see.   
And may God bless you on the journey. 

A PRAYER FOR ALL THOSE  
AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us  

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

11 A.M.    
WORLDWIDE PRAYER 

The Bishops are asking everyone 
across the whole diocese,  

every disciple of Christ,  
to pause at 11 a.m. each day  
if your work permits and say  

Psalm 23 and the Lord’s Prayer  
(with Pope Francis 

 and our Archbishops). 
 

Church Times 
FESTIVAL OF FAITH AND 

LITERATURE 
A literary festival with a 

theological slant 

February 20th and April 17th  

For information and booking 
faithandliterature. 

hymnsam.co.uk 
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Sunday 7th February   Epiphany 5 (and Accession Day on the 6th – God bless her)  
10.0 a.m.   Parish Communion  
Isaiah 40.21-31    A celebration of God our Creator.  Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength.  
    God gives power to the faint. 
Psalm 147.1-12  The Lord delights in those who put their trust in his steadfast love. 
1 Corinthians 9.16-23   Paul is free – but has made himself a slave to all – to preach the gospel to all of us –  
     standing alongside people where they are.  He just has to do it.  
Mark 1.29-39   (Ch.1.21 is an introduction to Christ’s ministry in Galilee – teaching (new – with authority 1.2),  
     healing, prayer, preaching, exorcisms. 
Or Second Sunday before Lent 
Proverbs 8.1 and 22-31  God’s wisdom at Creation  - before all worlds.  The NT sees divine Wisdom incarnate 
     in Jesus (e.g. ‘the Word’ in John’s gospel). 
Psalm 104.26-37  God’s creation – all from the divine Wisdom 
Colossians 1.15-20  An early Christian hymn sees Jesus as the Wisdom of God and celebrates his resurrection,  
    and that God is reconciling the world to himself through the life and death of Jesus. 
John 1.1-14   This Prologue to the Fourth Gospel also sees Jesus as the Word or Wisdom of God. 
6.30 p.m.  Evening prayer 

Sunday 14th February    Sunday next before Lent   Valentine’s Day 
10.0 a.m.   Parish Communion   
2 Kings 2.1-12   Elijah is taken up into heaven.  Elisha is his successor.   
2 Corinthians 4.3-6    Paul explains that some are blind to the light of the glory of Christ, the image of God.   
     But God the Creator (Gen. 1) has illuminated us with his glory in the face of Jesus. 
Mark 9.2-9  The Transfiguration is a vision of the glory of God in Jesus, already in his ministry, and points us  
    towards his resurrection.   The three disciples are puzzled and told to wait till then before sharing the good  
    news of God’s Son, the Beloved, who should be listened to. 
 6.30 p.m.   Evening prayer 

Sunday 21st February   1st Sunday of Lent 
10.0 a.m.  Parish Communion 
Genesis 9.8-17   Noah’s ark and the rainbow as a reminder of God’s promise. 
1 Peter 3.18-22   The writer sees in Noah and the water a pointer to baptism saving us.  Jesus suffered for us and is 

now exalted, Lord of all. 
Mark 1.9-15  Jesus is baptised, gifted with the Spirit and sent into the wilderness on retreat before starting his  
     ministry by announcing that God is near and we should repent and welcome God into our hearts and lives. 
6.30 p.m.   Evening prayer 

Among the many people who need our prayers, please especially keep in mind 
those we know who are unwell, 

especially Leslie Rhodes, Jean Lee, Kevin Lewis, Gwen Beaver, Julian, Peter Browning;  
all those in care, including Joan Inston, Tom Dalton, Betsy Livingstone and Brenda Graham, 

and residents of Vale House, especially Gwyneth, Father John Bagley and the staff who care for them. 

Sunday 28th February   2nd Sunday of Lent 
10.0 a.m.  Parish Communion 
Genesis 17.1-16      Abram is called by God when an old name.  His name is changed to Abraham and they will be  
    father and mother of a son and will have many descendants. 
Romans 4.13-25   Paul reflects on the story of Abraham and the promise God made to him.  He sees as Abraham’s  
    descendants those who share his faith in God – Gentiles as well as Jews. 
Mark 8.31-38   After Peter confesses Jesus as Messiah, Jesus teaches his disciples the cost of discipleship.  As he will 
     suffer, so will they.  God will vindicate him, and those who have rejected him will be rejected. 
 6.30 p.m.   Evening prayer 
 

Return to the LORD your God 
 

Ash Wednesday 17th February  (no service – DIY)       
 Joel 2  Prepare to fast.    Matthew 6  How not to fast and give and pray. 


