
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH NEW 
Ministry team: 
Robert Morgan (priest-in-charge:  Lower Farm, 748848)  
Teresa Morgan  
        (associate priest:  teresa.morgan@classics.ox.ac.uk)                           
Liz Shatford (772598)     Paddy Watson  
Church Wardens:  Leslie Rhodes     Sue Sabini     Mick Hills (Acting) 
Director of Music  Christian Bradley   
www.sandfordchurch.org.uk        
www.facebook.com/sandfordchurch 
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Sunday services 

Every Sunday:         10.0 a.m.  Parish Communion 
       6.30 p.m.  Evening prayer 

Last Sunday of the month: 
10.0 a.m.  a more informal Westward Communion service 

The Sandford Link 
Spring 2021    Issue 161 

During the most recent Covid lockdown, the government have allowed 
church services, provided their guidelines are adhered to. 

We have been happy to do this, and have been able to hold a shorter,  
socially distanced, Sunday Eucharist at 10.0 a.m., with recorded music  

(thank you, Christian) but humming rather than singing.    
It has felt right that those who felt able to join us could 

get together to worship God and pray for those in our village, our  
country and the world who have been going through such terrible times. 

Also the church has been open every day, from 10.30 latest to 5.30 earliest, 
as a quiet and peaceful place for anyone who needs it.  

All are welcome. 

As, hopefully, more things become possible,  
we will be resuming the bible study on Fridays 

and the three-weekly small group meeting to look the at bible readings for 
the month and think about how they speak to us today. 

For more information on the restart, see www.sandfordchurch.org.uk 
 

 

MUCH-
NEEDED 

SIGNS OF  
NEW LIFE 
ARound  

the  
village 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
St Mary and St Nicholas, Littlemore 
Congratulations to Littlemore church 
on finally completing their massive 
fund-raising and renovation operation. 
They are ‘delighted that the work  
on the building has now been  
completed, and that the result is 
sensitive both to the historical beauty  
of the church, and the need to have 
some basic facilities in place.  
We hope that the space will become a 
beacon of hope and light in the 
community, and that when the 
pandemic allows, people will feel free  
to enter for private prayer, for groups, 
for a coffee and a chat’. 
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Thank you Talking Shop 
Liz Shatford writes:  This is to say “THANK YOU” to all those who have worked so 
tirelessly and cheerfully during this past pandemic year to make ‘our Talking  
Shop’ a beacon of light and a wonderful antidote to much of the gloom which  
has laid over us.  
Behind the scenes, where we can’t see, careful organisation and planning has 
worked to make the shop one of the safest places to be in apart from home. In 
‘front’ there are faithful volunteers who keep us cheerful and who serve us with 
smiles and welcomes (not always easy behind a mask). It hasn’t been easy for 
some of us always to remember what we are supposed to be doing on a daily 
basis because the rules change so frequently; but the Talking Shop team has 
adapted very flexibly and, I think, is usually ahead of the curve.  
2020 has been a strange year for all of us in different ways. Time seems to have 
behaved oddly for many people along with uncertainty over which day of the 
week it is. Our Talking Shop, for instance, is now ten years old and those years 
have been so packed that it feels fewer: and yet in another way it is so much a  
part of our community life that it feels as though it has been here for ever. 
Just over ten years ago, in September 2010, the Parish Council minutes state 
“Three Sandford residents had formed a group to investigate the possibility of 
starting a ‘not for profit’ community shop with a view to providing a central 
location for people to meet for a coffee, buy local produce and a few staples, 
notice board, ‘electronic post office’ etc.    They were looking for a central site 
which would take a small temporary structure and had been offered the  
possibility of using an existing large garage.”   And this was the start…” 
And so, ten years ago, our Talking Shop was born following a very successful 
New Year Saturday morning party for the whole village in the (old) Village Hall. 
This was the herald for the birth of Talking Shop, Saturday Market and Café.  
More and more new activities and community actions followed, from gardening, 
cycle repairing, lunch club, mini library, knitting & stitching, work experience and 
training and much more.    It has been a shame that much of that has had to go 
into hibernation since last March but I look forward to the re-awakening  
which must surely come while saying again:    

THANK YOU. 
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 HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
  Palm Sunday   28th March 
   10.0 Parish Communion 
   with distribution of palms 

  Maundy Thursday 1st April 
   7.30 p.m. Eucharist 

  Good Friday  2nd April 
   Silent prayer from 12.0 (2.15 Good Friday Vigil service) 

   Holy Saturday  3rd April:   Vigils 

Easter Sunday  4th April 
10.0 Parish Communion 
6.30 p.m.  Evening prayer  

Able Garden Services  Tree Surgery and General Garden Services 
01865 475223     07391 204145   ablegardensservices@outlook.com 
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Welcome 
Social distancing has meant calling on, and welcoming, newcomers to Sandford 
more difficult in the past year, so apologies for those the Link has missed out on.   
Please accept a general welcome, and we hope you will find it a happy place to 
live.   On the home page of www.sandfordchurch.org.uk, in the ‘our village’ 
section, there is a leaflet with information for newcomers – however, some of it 
is pretty out of date through Covid – it will be updated as soon as life stays the  
same for a few months at a time! 
But in the meantime, a warm welcome to 
Victoria Skipper and Thea Gordon-Wingfield to Pheasant Walk 
Harry and Alex to Henley Road  
Jenny, Chris and Dylan to Henley Road 
Sue Fisher to the Crescent 
Mo Shahdloo and Hasti Bigdeloovaten to Pheasant Walk 
Kate to Pheasant Walk  
Kirsty and Alasdair to Broadhurst Gardens  
Stefan and Aurelia and Ines Antonowicz to Henley Road 
Bob Stevens to the Crescent 
David Horsburgh to the Crescent 
Gert, Chloe and Luca to Lower Farm Lane 
Jayne and Charlotte Hooper to Pheasant Walk 
and welcome to the world 
to Digby Otis Hodges, born on 10th June last year to Anna and Matt Hodges  
     of Yeftly Drive, a brother to Alfred 
and to Rowan Robin, a first-born to Kirsty and Alasdair of Broadhurst Gardens  
     on 3rd February. 

Sadly good-bye 
to Steve Marsh and Hilda Bailey, off to the wilds of Shropshire.   They both 
contributed so much to the life of the village, and were always willing to step up 
when help was needed – Steve as an impressively efficient Treasurer of the 
Village Hall, and Hilda as Chair of the Parish Council, Footpath Warden (and, 
almost as importantly, as a very committed and welcoming volunteer at Talking 
Shop).   We are very grateful, will miss them, and wish them well.  
to Simon and Tammy Holden-White, though they are only moving a few miles 
away and we hope to see them back often in Sandford.   Tammy was a Parish 
Councillor, and has been involved in the local community in so many positive 
ways – they have made many friends here. 
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Coming to a recreation ground near you . . . 
Though unable to fire on all cylinders in July,  

your Fete Committee are thankfully raring to go,  
and are already making plans for September. 

Also coming soon 
Many will remember Clive Shorter, who organised the absolutely delicious 
Sunday lunches in Talking Shop.   Clive is planning to use the Village Hall 
kitchen to make traditional and gourmet pies, all made with locally sourced 
ingredients and delivered in the village.   More details in the next Link . . 

And good news – the toddlers will soon be back . . . 
All being well, the Sandford on Thames Toddler Group is due to restart in 
the Village Hall from Monday 19 April, 10am-12pm, running during term 
time.   For more information, contact the Link at 
robert.morgan@theology.ox.ac.uk 



Sandford Talking Shop 
Our Community Shop & Café 

Mon to Fri 9.30am-2pm, Sat 9am-noon 
07305 307421 / Sandfordtalkingshop.org 

 

Happy 10th Birthday to Talking Shop 

It will be 10 years this April since Sandford’s first Saturday Market.    Huge 
congratulations and thank you to everyone who has helped over the years.  
Who knew, when the 21 volunteers ran the first market, that it would grow into 
a shop and café, with our own garden.  

As for everyone in the past year, we have been without so many of the people 
and activities that were at the heart of our day to day in the shop.   And we have 
really missed them all.  

With the closing down of things came another community effort, and local 
people, old and new, pulled out all the stops to make sure the shop adapted and 
stayed open, with a smile, throughout.   Thank you all, volunteers and 
customers, for a brilliant, inspiring collective effort! 

As we start our second decade, we’re looking forward to finding new ways to 
bring people together again, to welcome old faces back and to meet new ones. 
And when we can, we will celebrate this exciting birthday too. Watch this space! 

On behalf of the board, from Abi, Chair Talking Shop 

We look forward to seeing you again at Talking Shop. 
 
More About Us  
Talking Shop is your local shop and community hub. We also have a café that is 
currently able to offer take-away drinks and snacks. We’ve expanded our shop 
lines so we have a really wide range: newspapers, store cupboard stock, chilled 
& frozen foods, baking ingredients, snacks, toiletries, nappies, beer, wine, lovely 
cards, wrapping paper and gift items. We get regular deliveries of fresh fruit and 
veg, bread, eggs, meat and dairy. We buy as much as possible from local 
suppliers and have a great line of detergent refills from Oxford’s SESI.  
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Who runs the shop? 
Talking Shop is community owned and volunteer led. It is run by a small team of 
managers with a much larger team of volunteers. 

Why shop with us? 
We’re so much more than a shop! A local shop is a vital hub, a connection point 
for many local residents, a place where people get to know their neighbours and 
keep in touch. It’s a way for us to look out for each other, and reduce social 
isolation and loneliness. 

Some people pop in every day for their paper and to say hello, some for that 
urgent milk etc., others do more of their shopping with us. Whenever you buy 
anything with us you’re helping us to make sure we can always provide so much 
more than just a shop for our local community. 

Make life easier: Order with us 
During lockdown our volunteers set up a new ordering system. Why not set up a 
weekly order for things you use every week? There’s no need to come into the 
shop, just collect from the back door and pay online. You can also put together a 
larger order with fresh veg and local meat and have it all hand-picked and 
packed for you.  We just need a two-day lead to make sure we have everything  
you need. 

Call 07305 307421 or email deliveries.talkingshop@gmail.com 

Recreation: "a coffee on a bench" 
Have you tried our Talking Shop coffee? It has an excellent flavour, is provided 
to us by local Oxford coffee roasters Missing Bean and is ethically sourced from 
a single farmer in the Chilchos Valley in Peru.  

Due to current restrictions we can only serve coffee as take-away, so why not 
pop into the Talking Shop and purchase a cup or two for your permitted ‘coffee 
on a bench’!  Whether a black Americano is your choice, a Cappuccino, perhaps 
a Flat White, or our many other options, all carefully prepared by our barista.  
We’d love to see you. 
 
Beyond Lockdown 
Most of us have faced isolation and loneliness over this past year.  We are eager 
to once again get out and meet other people, but we are understandably 
anxious about the continuing threat of COVID and danger of a further spike. At 
Talking Shop we want to be able to help our community re-connect, whilst also  
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being cautious. We are of course guided by the government’s timetable, which 
may have changed by the time you read this article! 
 
Little steps are what we hope to take over the coming weeks: 

 We’d like to once again offer the favourite bacon rolls at our Saturday 
markets from early April. 

 Our café is open for take-away drinks, and has cakes, and other snacks.  
As the weather improves sitting outside will become more comfortable. 

 We will carefully relax the number of customers in the shop at any one 
time.  We have recently increased that from one to two families at a time 
and continue to keep the shop very well ventilated (with apologies to 
managers and volunteers for the cold!) 

 We could get some Saturday market stalls spaced apart outside. 

 If you’d like us to keep the shop open longer (we currently close at 2pm 
weekdays) then let us know. We’d need more volunteers to make that 
work! 

We regularly post news and updates on our Facebook and Twitter accounts. If 
you have ideas for opening up, or concerns, please let us know. Speak to either 
Ingrid or Kylie in the Shop or email orders.talkingshop@gmail.com. 
 
We need more volunteers: Could you help?  
Shifts in the shop are just 3 hours. You don’t need any experience - we’ll train 
you in everything you need to know, at your own pace. You’ll meet lots of 
friendly people, you can learn new skills and build your confidence or be a 
buddy to help other people build theirs.  
At the moment we’re recruiting for our:  

 Weekday afternoon shifts: 12 noon to 3pm, weekly 
 Saturday customer orders: 7.30am to 10.15am, fortnightly or weekly 
 Saturday shifts: 8.30am to 10.15am or 10am to 12.30pm, fortnightly or 

weekly 
Research says volunteering makes people happier and we’d agree! 

Pop into the shop or email Abi on contacts.talkingshop@gmail.com  
to find out more 

Facebook @TalkingShopSandford /  Twitter @TalkingShopSand 
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Lysbeth writes:   ‘Vale House in Sandford is a ‘not for profit’ dementia specialist 
care home. Lysbeth Weeks has taken over as the new registered manager, as 
Tricia O’Leary retired in September 2020 and all who knew her wish her well in 
the future.    Lysbeth brings with her Minnie, a red fox Labrador, who is the new 
head dog in Vale House! 
It has been a challenging time, but we have been very lucky that no residents 
have contracted Covid and we are looking forward to things improving as the 
weather gets better!    We welcomed visitors into the home recently as start  
of the relaxing of lockdown, which was very emotional for all those involved.’ 

Do we have a Sandford cricket team? 
Possibly not, but it seemed worth asking.    
The Baldons are putting a lot of effort into  
building up their pitch, facilities and team,  
and it’s obviously too late for this summer,  
but maybe if there was enough interest  
they might be up for a challenge next year. 
There used to be a pitch on the hotel grounds - could it be resurrected?   We 
had a team a few years ago, and played Cuddesdon and Warborough.  My 
recollection is that we lost both, but it was good fun . . . 
Any expressions of interest to robert.morgan@theology.ox.ac.uk 

 

Wellbeing coach, Nutritionist and Menopause specialist 
www.nourishingspace.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Local wellbeing coach Nina found by listening to her own body and treating herself 
according to her knowledge of natural health, nutrition and a balanced lifestyle  

she has transformed her own wellbeing.  Read her story in her website. 
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Our admiration goes to all the staff there 
for the very dedicated care that they have 
given to all their residents during the past, 
incredibly difficult, year. 
 

 



Sandford-On-Thames Women's Institute 
Spring 2021 
Although we haven’t been able to resume our monthly 
meetings in the Village Hall we are still managing to keep in 
touch and support each other in various ways, and we have 
moved our monthly meetings to Zoom.   It is a shame that this means that some 
members can’t participate, but we are keeping in touch with everyone via a  
monthly Newsletter, and we have a lively chat through our WhatsApp Group.  

We’ve been busy. Every member received a Christmas Goodie Bag which 
included hyacinths that are blooming away now, reminding us of our WI friends. 
Just before Christmas we put together four shoe boxes of necessities for 
Women in Oxfordshire’s Women’s Refuge and also collected for two hampers 
which were delivered to families in Berinsfield and Littlemore. To have a lasting 
record of our thoughts about the year 2020, each member of the WI is 
decorating a giant piece of jigsaw 12” x 12” with their interpretations of 
lockdown, which when combined will form a spectacular mural to be displayed  
on a wall at the Sandford Village Hall.  

While many people may wish to forget this last year, it is apparent that there 
have been some positive experiences.   Once the pandemic is over, we’ll see the 
benefit of what it’s encouraged us all to do and achieve.   It would be lovely to 
have new members, especially at a time when people are supporting each other 
in so many ways:  the WI is a perfect way to meet new people – do ring for a 
virtual cup of coffee.   We have members from Littlemore, Cowley, Headington, 
and as far away as Abingdon, so don’t feel you can’t join us just because you  
don’t live in Sandford.   

‘Only when normal things are not normal do we realise  
how special normal things are’. 

Please visit fb@Sandford-on-Thames Women’s Institute to see more.  
Jill Love, President SOTWI 01865 716 557 (text only to 07800 907 477), 
jpsappslove@hotmail.com 
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Village Hall Update 
Generally speaking, the Hall has weathered  
the past year well.  The Hall itself is in good 
 condition and, thanks to government  
support, remains in a strong financial position. 

Lockdown and Reopening 
Last summer we made the Hall COVID-secure and limited hiring as the 
regulations required.  Since the reintroduction of lockdown there have been 
very few hirers, the main one being the NHS. 
As we emerge from lockdown, more activities can be allowed.  Below is our plan 
for our “4-step Roadmap out of Lockdown”.  All dates are provisional and 
dependent on any updated advice from central or local government.  Until all 
restrictions are removed, we will continue to enforce the five “COVID-19 Secure  
Guidelines”. 

Step 1 – Now          Currently permitted events only. 
Step 2 - 12 Apr        Currently permitted events plus: 
   Weddings or wakes up to 15 people, with the rule of 6 and social     
   distancing. 
   Indoor children’s activities: Tae Kwon Do; toddler group 
Step 3 - 17 May       Existing permitted events plus: 
Indoor sports: table tennis; Pilates.  Dance classes are not allowed until    
     Step 4. 
Weddings or wakes up to 30 people with the rule of 6 and updated social  
    distancing. 
A decision on other social events (eg children’s parties) will be made once  
    the updated guidance on social contact is issued. 
Step 4 - 21 June      Open as before. 

Maintenance 
We have had some major work done on the west end of the building, replacing 
the insulation and cladding and repairing the window in the Hutton room.  
While this was done we took the opportunity to have the rest of the cladding 
and the soffit/fascia repainted as well.  We have also had some minor exterior 
repairs done to the windows in Talking Shop, the guttering and roof tiles.  
A few weeks ago there was an attempt to break into the Hall.  Two windows in 
Talking Shop were damaged but they didn’t get in and the Hall is still secure.  
We are waiting for the insurance company’s approval to go ahead with repairs. – 

-12- 

Can you help? 
The Village Hall is looking for a volunteer who understands wi-fi who 
would be available to help on the very rare occasions when there is a 

broadband blip.   Any offers gratefully received  by charlie@wilson.org. 
 



We have also ordered new chairs for the Main Hall which should arrive in the 
next few weeks.  We have been supported in this by a grant from our SODC 
councillor which we are very grateful for. 
Finances 
The Hall’s financial position remains strong.  We have received a total of £18,612 
in grants from the government with another small grant on its way.  The result is 
that we just about broke even over the period to the end of February.  The 
reserves stand at just under £35,000.  This is quite high but we have been 
accumulating a surplus in anticipation of some upcoming expenditure on 
decorating and development. 
As you might be aware Steve Marsh, until very recently the Treasurer, is leaving 
the village.  We are very grateful to him for all his work and sound advice.  
Michael Whitlock has taken over as Treasurer. 
New Manager 
Alice Daglish is stepping down as Hall Manager and Robert Rodrigues will be 
taking over from her. 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation    
We still have an ambition to change the legal status of the Hall from a Trust to a 
CIO.  This will not affect how the Hall is used but will make the administration 
more straightforward.  We put this on hold during the pandemic but we are now 
restarting the process. 
AGM 
Because of COVID we did not hold an AGM last year.  Our aim is to hold this 
once we can meet in the Hall again, perhaps with a wider celebration of the 
reopening.  This makes setting a firm date difficult at the moment because of 
the uncertainties of the easing of restrictions but it will be as soon as possible 
and will be advertised as soon as we know. 
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Littlemore Local History Society Meetings 
we will continue to offer Zoom meetings until we are able to meet at the 
Community Centre.    On April 21st:  Beacons of the past-investigating a 
prehistoric Chilterns landscape Wendy Morrison. 
On May 19th:  The history of Littlemore Hospital- from Victorian pauper asylum 
to mental health institute John Stewart.    Join our mailing list via email  
history.littlemore@gmail.com, or Facebook for full details of how to attend. 

The Museum of Oxford 
The Museum of Oxford has produced some newsletters (hard copy only) for 
isolated older people:    they include items of social history to stimulate memory 
& thought, and pages of things to do including crafts and seated exercise.   They 
are asking local communities to distribute them, so as to reach those people.   If 
you feel able to help, please contact Sarah Levete, Museum Engagement Officer 
for Older People, Museum of Oxford, slevete@oxford.gov.uk. 

Opportunities to help donate your unused laptop!  
I take old, unwanted laptops and make them usable again, wiping all the data off 
the hard drive using a special piece of software. They should not be more than 
10-12 years old and need to have a Windows 7 sticker on them or something 
newer. So far I have restored and distributed 110 laptops to schools, including 
John Henry Newman Academy - originally, the reclaimed laptops were to enable 
children to follow online lessons at home. Now I am hoping to improve the 
availability of laptops more generally, to support disadvantaged and  
vulnerable children.  Gӧran Lennartsson, Eco-Recycling Coordinator & Maths  
Teacher eco.recycling@oratory.co.uk 

Congratulations to us . . . 
Residents in South Oxfordshire are among the top recyclers in the country yet 
again!  Government figures showing how much waste is recycled across the 
country place us second highest in England.  (We achieved 64% -  
annoyingly Three Rivers DC in Herts achieved 64.1%). 
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SANDFORD PET SITTING 

If you are unhappy about leaving your pet alone at any time, 
I may be able to help. 

Going on holiday or need to leave your pet alone, day or night? 
I may be able to help you and your pet.    Reasonable rates, local references. 

Ring Anna on 07368 256770 or sandfordpetsitting@yahoo.com 
 

W. Cooper 
Affordable Landscapes and Tree Care 

Free Estimates and Advice given.                       
 07748 867025   will.coope@yahoo.co.uk 

See my reviews on Checkatrade.com 



 
 
 
 
Ancient monument on Sandford’s borders 
Thanks to the initiative of Hannah Skoda, a historian living in Lower Farm Lane, 
fields to the south and east of Lower Farm were formally scheduled by Historic 
England last December as an Ancient Monument.   After investigation, they 
concluded that this Romano-British pottery site, prehistoric ring-ditches and 
enclosures, including medieval ridge and furrow at Lower Farm, should be 
added to the Schedule as a site of national importance. 
Traces of the pottery were first discovered in 1991, when Thames Water were 
laying a water pipeline from Didcot to Oxford, and several geophysical surveys 
have taken place since then.   The reasons for its designation are its undisturbed 
state, and indications that surveys indicate ‘extensive and varied archaeological 
remains across the wider site, meaning that the site has the potential to 
preserve an especially good range of additional artefactual and environmental  
evidence for the Romano-British pottery industry’. 
This is particularly good news for those who had reservations about the mineral 
excavation proposed for these fields.   While the site has not yet been rejected  
by the Council, its designation  hugely strengthens the argument for looking  
elsewhere. 
The scheduling covers a wide area which includes the large field to the south of 
the Lower Farm barns, and stretches eastward as far as the A4074.  The Historic 
England website, showing a map and more information about the listing, can be 
found on the Historic England website, listing number 1470853. 
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Heyford Meadow and Simons Land 
Spring has arrived on the OPT sites with daffodils having 
bloomed, bluebells flowering and leaves appearing on trees 
and hedgerows. The longer days and better weather 
enable us to enjoy the countryside at its best with birds singing and the 
opportunity to see an increasing amount of wildlife.   Do share any photos or 
drawings of our land via our social media accounts on Facebook or Twitter 
(@OxfordPresTrust) - it is lovely to see wildlife you have spotted, as well as the 
enjoyment of walking or cycling in the countryside. 
When visiting Heyford Meadow look out for the Snake’s Head Fritillaries which 
should be flowering in April.  Careful management of the grassland has 
encouraged more fritillaries to grow, and increased numbers were counted in 
2020. They are unmistakeable, with chequered purple and pink bell-like flowers  
hanging from thin stems and narrow leaves that appear at the base of the plant.  
Our conservation work parties have been cancelled throughout the pandemic, 
but with the Government’s ‘roadmap’ published in February we are now 
planning on recommencing our work parties across our OPT sites.  If you would 
like to volunteer at any OPT green spaces, we have regular conservation work 
parties across our sites.   At Heyford Meadow these take place on the Third 
Thursday of each month.   Sessions last from 09:30 to 13:00 with no previous 
experience required.   The dates for our next few scheduled work parties are 
available on our website: www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events    
 It is essential you wear stout shoes or wellies (it can be a very wet site), old 
clothes and bring gardening gloves. Do join us for good exercise in friendly  
company.   For more information or to register, please email Lindsay. 
OPT remains committed to continuing our projects and keeping our green 
spaces accessible for all.  We continue our restoration on the Rewley Road 
Railway Swing Bridge, one of only two moving bridges on the River Thames – the 
other being Tower Bridge in London - as well as developing a virtual programme 
of talks for members.   Find out more about these events on our website:  
https://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events.   As a charity all our 
crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Sandford,  
would not be possible without our members and donors. Becoming a member is 
easy – you can do so online https://bit.ly/2JoinOPT or by telephoning  
the office on 01865 242918.  
Best wishes and, keep safe and well,   Lindsay Priddle 
l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk  
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STOP PRESS: 
as the Link goes to press the Transport minister has finally 

announced the cancellation of the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway 
(see Parish Council notes p.22) 

 
We are a local, family-run garage 

in Henley Road, Sandford on Thames 
MOT testingServicing all makes and modelsGeneral repair

Cambelt replacementsAir con regas/Servicing
Precise diagnosticsSuspension repair/Tracking

www.tjhallandson.co.uk        facebook.com/tjhallandson/ 


Billy Fox 

07786 
130660 

NICEIC 
Approved 
Electrician 



Nextdoor 
Quite a few Sandburgers have signed up to nextdoor.co.uk, and found it useful.  
You can confine your interest to Sandford on Thames, and see comments from 
your neighbours on a wealth of stuff, from warnings about intrusive door-to-
door salesmen to flooding to where to find a local electrician to cats lost and 
found.  They also have a help map where you can look for someone nearby who 
might be able to help with e.g. shopping, transport to medical appointments,  
etc.   A handy addition to local communication. 

What is Bioabundance? 
Most of us understand biodiversity:  the richness of natural life;  the number of 
different species of plant and animal. 
Bioabundance describes the numbers of individuals of each species of plant or 
animal.  If you have one hedgehog, dormouse, squirrel, rabbit or badger, that 
may be biodiverse;  if you have ten of each then maybe you have bioabundance. 
The young and energetic organisation Bioabundance has been set up with the 
aims of  ‘restoring nature in South Oxfordshire to the best state it has been in 
since the 1950s’.  They are also raising funds to make a legal challenge to the 
adoption of the South Oxfordshire Local Plan which (see our Council notes on 
p.21, and the last Link on www.sandfordchurch.org.uk) was pushed through by 
the Government, with its intention to build large numbers of houses on Green  
Belt land.   If you are interested, you can read more on bioabundance.org.uk.   

What do you think about the Covid vaccine? 
Healthwatch Oxfordshire say:  ‘we really want to hear how people feel about the 
vaccine, how it’s being delivered and particularly the reasons why people are 
deciding to have or not to have it.  It’s all anonymous – find the survey on  
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/CovicVaccine-yourviews or you can request a paper 
copy of the survey from 01865 520520. 
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Raw sewage in the river 
Charlie Wilson writes:   Some of you might be aware that Thames Water have 
been pumping raw sewage into the river more than once a week (80 times in 
2019).  The sewage flows into the river through the channel next to the Voco 
hotel.  You can see this on Des Warne’s video:      
https://youtu.be/7sEmRb7r2s0. 
While Thames Water are allowed to do this in exceptional circumstances, they 
are obviously abusing the system.  This is bad for the river environment, bad for 
river-users and generally bad for the Village.  And if it is bad now, it will only get  
worse when the Grenoble Road development goes ahead. 
You can help do something about this 
The Parish Council has joined the Thames Valley Rivers Network, a pressure 
group being organised by Councillor Jo Robb.  But everyone can help put  
pressure on Thames Water: 

Contact your MP:   Philip Dunne MP has introduced a Private Members 
Bill to force water companies to stop discharging untreated sewage into 
rivers and other inland waterways.  (I am frankly amazed that we need an 
Act of Parliament to achieve this.)  This Bill’s second reading has been 
delayed but everyone can write to their MP asking them to support the 
Bill when it does come up again.  You can do this easily through the 
“Surfers Against Sewage” website: 

https://www.sas.org.uk/endsewagepollution-sewagebill 
And you can show your support for the Bill by tweeting: https://bit.ly/31CS1zs 
More information on the Bill can be found at: 

https://www.philipdunne.com/sewagebill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2625 
 

Littlemore Low Traffic Neighbourhoods 
started to be rolled out on March 1st, and are likely to impact on many Sandford 
residents, using bollards or planters to turn through roads into cul-de-sacs to 
prevent rat-running and reducing the car access to and from Littlemore from six 
routes to three.   For those who are interested in this very controversial scheme, 
which has considerable opposition in Littlemore, there is a full and interesting 
discussion in the latest edition of the excellent Littlemore Local 
https://www.littlemoreparishcouncil.gov.uk/Littlemore_Local_Newsletters_171
32.aspx    and there is a list of the 14 roads affected on 
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ltn-cowley-area/. 
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WILL ON THE GREEN 
A Friendly Business 

Based in Marsh Baldon, and having spent many years restoring old properties I’ve lived in, I 
have gained great experience in how to refresh, renovate and restore all aspects of a home.  

Excellent local references.  
Painting &Decorating – Kitchen & Bathroom fitting – Tiling – Carpentry – Fixing – Basic Plumbing – 

Gardening – Decking. 
willonthegreen@outlook.com   07449 925444   01854 340521 

www.willonthegreen.com 

 



Rest in peace 
Two formerly Church Road funerals took place 1) in church and 2) in the 
crematorium on 14th December.     Sharon Browning, aged 82, ex-101 Church 
Road, was a nurse who married Peter here in St Andrew’s in 1993, and they kept 
up their link with the parish, especially through fetes and flowers and cream 
cakes, helping Anne.   Our sympathies stay with Peter as they have both 
struggled with health problems, but Peter and Sharon’s brother Nick both spoke  
movingly of a lovely lady at the service and farewell. 
As we go to press Peter himself has died in Sobell House – a remarkable man  
and good friend.   Together may they rest in peace. 

Professor Bob Whatley, aged 96, formerly of 50 Church Road, was one of the 
most distinguished Oxford scientists of his generation, alongside his wife Jean 
who died seven years earlier.   As Sherardian Professor of Botany 1971-91, a 
Fellow of the Royal Society and keeper of Botanical Gardens, and with a 
wonderful garden in Sandford, his specialism was a challenge to the non-
scientist who read the tributes, but for those better educated in the natural 
sciences this is what he tried to read:    
‘Bob gained significant results for photophosphorylation in chloroplasts.  He 
developed and initiated studies on cyclic photophosophorylation and the 
stoichiometry of electron transport via a ferredoxin programme.  Methods used 
included physicochemical methods such as electron spin resonance, and 
Mossbauer and circular dichroism spectrometry to this group of iron/sulphur 
proteins in order to understand their oxidation/reduction behaviour.’ 
In its long history from the Middle Ages (Roger Bacon), Robert Boyle down to 
penicillin, the malaria vaccine and Covid 19 (Jenner Institute) Oxford science has 
a record to be proud of and Bob and Jean take their places in its roll of honour.  
They were a delightful and modest couple sitting light to their international  
acclaim.  We extend sympathies to their daughters. 

Many friends in Sandford were sad to hear of the death of Alby of the Crescent  
after a long illness, bravely endured, on 3rd March, and join in sending 
sympathies to Angie and Nigel.   Albie was a lovely man, a good footballer in his 
youth and a passionate and loyal supporter of Oxford United. 
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Your Parish Council 
The Parish Council continues to meet monthly online using Zoom.  The agenda is 
arranged so that any parishioner who would like to attend to raise an item has a 
slot to do so early on in the meeting. If you would like to attend or have 
something to raise, please email in advance to: sandfordparish@gmail.com. The 
meetings are on the first Monday of each month at 6.30pm except in May when 
it will be 10th May 2021 when it will follow on from the Annual  Parish Meeting. 
The full minutes of each meeting and the topics mentioned below may be 
viewed on line at www.sandfordonthames.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The current Parish Councillors are: 
Peter Emery (interim Chair), Peter Addyman, Andrew Glynn, Charlie Wilson, 
Michael Whitlock (vice-Chair), Dan Tarzey and one vacancy which is likely to 

have been filled by co-option by the time the Link in distributed. 
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HOME COMPUTER HELP:   For PC and laptop fixes and assistance 
 call Jim on 07854 107337 or home.computerbtinternet.com. 
Excellent local references      Free assessment     No fix, no fee 

Monday 10th May 2021 at 6.30 p.m. 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

This meeting is informal with no fixed agenda and is given 
over to you to raise any issues.  The Chair usually gives a 

short report summarising the past year (or two years in this 
case as there was no annual meeting last year).   Due to 

current restrictions, this meeting cannot take place face-to-
face so will be held on Zoom.  If you would like to attend, 

please email sandfordparish@gmail.com so that you can be 
sent a Zoom invite.  No software required and you just click 

on the link in the email to join on the date. 



The PC said goodbye to Hilda Bailey as she and Steve move in March to the 
Welsh borders.  Hilda chaired the PC from 2017 and has been a conscientious 
and energetic Chair, writing many reports and engaging with all the key issues 
the PC has had to consider.  The PC expressed their gratitude for all her good 
work and wish her and Steve all the very best in their new home. 
We are fortunate that Peter Emery has been willing to step up the role of Chair. 
The position is elected each year by the PC at the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Council which follows directly on from the Annual Parish meeting, this year on  
May 10th as above.   Peter has brought considerable experience to the PC having 
served on Eynsham Parish Council and West Oxfordshire DC prior to his move to  
Sandford.  Michael Whitlock has kindly taken on the role of Vice-Chair.  

The main points from recent Parish Council meetings: 
These relate to the many and varied environmental challenges due to planned  
developments, if not in the parish itself, nearby. 

 As you have probably heard, SODC was obliged by central government 
to adopt the controversial Local Plan 2035 against their better 
judgement.  This means the housing developments on Oxfordshire’s 
Green Belt, including up to 3000 new homes south of Grenoble Road 
will be going ahead. The PC has joined a group called Bioabundance 
which is considering issuing a legal challenge based on the disregard for 
local democracy and no consideration of the policies relating to climate  
change to which the government and local councils have signed up.  

 The threat from a proposed large new gravel extraction site to the 
peaceful banks of the river Thames on the southern border of Sandford-
on-Thames Parish but within Nuneham Courtenay Parish has not gone 
away. However, currently OCC is reviewing all the original potential sites 
identified under their Mineral and Core Waste Strategy.  This proposal is 
being firmly resisted by the Parish Councils of Nuneham Courtenay and 
Sandford-on-Thames and specialist surveyors are being commissioned 
by the PCs and other interested parties for an independent opinion as  

        to the suitability of the site.  
 A very large solar farm (solar panels) is proposed on the farmland 

between Ninevah Hill and Toot Baldon but extending north near to the 
southern boundary of our parish south of Grenoble Road. The PC is 
questioning the scale and suitability of the site as it is largely north-
facing so a larger area is affected because of this reduced efficiency. 
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       Please keep an eye on the village website  
www.sandfordonthames.org.uk  

if you might be interested in serving on the PC in the future 
 or would like to know more about what the PC does.  

Vacancies for the PC are posted in the news section as they arise. 

Other development issues currently not requiring active PC input at present but  
still “out there”: 

 Although the Oxford-Cambridge motorway (Expressway) has been 
“paused” by central government, the Oxford-Cambridge “arc” is still a 
government ambition to create a raft of new housing of rather alarming 
proportions;   the Oxfordshire component alone is for 200,000 new in 
addition to the 100,000 already planned. The groups that were set up to 
oppose the Expressway, No Expressway Alliance and National 
Expressway Group (NEG) have recently merged under NEG with the 
same objectives of cancelling the Ox-Cam Expressway, supporting East-
West Rail and challenging the scale of housing growth proposed for the 
Arc (of between four and six times the average predicted for the nation 
 as a whole). 

 The Flood Alleviation Scheme is still producing newsletters (posted on 
the village website) about the proposal to create essentially an overflow 
river that will take excess flood water in the current river system to 
avoid flooding roads and houses in Oxford and surroundings. All good in 
theory (apart from the huge cost and environmental disturbance) but 
the flood channel will empty back into the Thames just above Sandford-
on-Thames although there are reassurances that their assessments do 
not suggest that this will create increased flooding risk downstream…… 
 

Sewage Discharge into the Thames:   another concern that has come to light 
has been the frequency with which Thames Water are discharging raw 
untreated sewage into the River Thames including in Sandford-on-Thames. 
There is a loophole in the law that permits this to happen when there are storm 
“surges” but, under a Freedom of Information enquiry, this happened on 94 
occasions in 2019 in SoT, a rate of almost twice per week. Across our MP’s 
Henley constituency as a whole, there were over 3000 occasions in 2019. The PC 
is linking with other pressure groups to prevent the Thames becoming 
contaminated in this way.   
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Other parish business has continued as usual despite this long lockdown. Over-
grown trees, wayward hedges and an invasion of moles on the Church Road 
recreation ground have been dealt with.  The moles are not the problem but  
collapsing burrows and twisted ankles could be.  The parish precept (the term 
for how much the PC requests OCC to levy on its behalf to fulfil PC 
responsibilities) has been kept the same as last year. The budget for 2021-22 has 
been set (available at www.sandfordparish.org under parish and finance.    A  
reserve account has been set up for surplus funds which are earmarked for 
expenditure relating to the PC’s strategic plans. The PC made a further donation 
of £500 this year to the South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau as they are 
providing much needed support especially during the fallout from the pandemic. 
They provide anonymized data on the number of clients from our area who have 
sought advice in the past year. The CAB have had their funding reduced  
significantly by District Councils due to their financial pressures. 
Two local bin-related annoyances have also attracted the attention of the PC: 
The frequent overflowing state of the refuse bin at the lock- this has become an 
issue since the everyone has been obliged to stay closer to home and the lock 
has become a popular visiting point. Judging by the drink cans, takeaway food 
cartons, disposable nappies that overflow onto the pavement, it would seem 
some are taking more than exercise. This bin is not the PCs responsibility 
although we have repeatedly urged Biffa to empty more regularly and they are 
now doing so weekly but it still seems not quite enough. The PC are mystified as 
to why no one feels able to take their rubbish away with them when the bin is  
full. 
SODC are struggling to balance their books so have transferred the full cost of 
emptying the dog waste bins across South Oxfordshire. The village has 3 of these 
bins: one at the entrance to Broadhurst Gardens recreation ground and one 
each end of the footpath from Church Road to Henley Road. The charge has 
increased from £158 to £538 per year so the PC has decided to remove the bins 
as there are other bins nearby and dog waste (bagged) may be put in general  
purpose litter bins. 
 Monthly reports from the Oxfordshire County Councillor and South Oxfordshire 
District Councillor representatives who also attend the PC meetings are available 
on www.sandfordonthames.org under Parish Council/OCC and SODC parish 
reports. These reports have largely focused on the impact of measures in 
response to Covid-19 including business support and community support.                                                           

 Julie Anderson, Parish Clerk.                    
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Grand Canal 
2000     Media: mixed.   
Size: 100 x100 cm 
The magical inverted S 
of the Grand Canal is a 
point of origin for 
Venice and her 
Archipelago. This vision 
of Venice highlights the 
importance of history, 
culture and roots while 
exploring issues of 
destruction caused by 
man’s creation. 

Local artists 1 

Piero Bortoli 
lives in River View and works in a studio in Church Road,  but he was born in 1965 in 

Venice.   He writes:   ‘I use a wide variety of materials and techniques to explore 
decline and regeneration within urban culture and make sense of the dynamic 

process of change and transformation within a variety of environments.  
I have shown my work in a wide variety of contexts: traditional solo and collective 
shows; indoor and outdoor performance and installation projects: in particular, a 

performance at the 2001 Venice Biennale, and in Liverpool, Oxford and 
Maidenhead.  Most recently I have been focusing on private commissions,  

inviting people into my studio to see my work or taking my work  
onto the streets in interdisciplinary live performances.’ 

Piero also works with adults with learning disabilities, mental health diagnoses and 
addictions, having previously taught art to children and adults with challenging 

behaviour.   Through running freelance art therapy workshops he gives clients the 
opportunity to tell their story, express themselves and their feelings, improve their 

self-esteem and find solutions to what have been, quite often, old problems. 
 


